


A BRIEF SUMMARY OF MY JOURNE

e

Then immigede +o Spwin



One of my biggest pef peeves is being Called o

GRINGA

NOUN: Fore:gner o Latia ANf.u)foA idedyfromtihe V.S A



my U.§ American occent ond the quirke and
cutural details of howing grounm up n suburbon
Temessee leads people to call ae This.

aﬁ?:“@_l'bsqfhd to ICE.




but to be fair,

back thea- | P’e%?; a“?.&m‘(\u.. )

~ the AIRST #ime | self deported...

| just feit like o Confysed K:d who
didrit Krows WHY my home, or what |
THOUGHT oy "mg was m
being RIPPED away From me.

Yo qo back to o cowfry
|J:¢Mr¢a'.| Know,



l diddt even mg.sbveneam
as a reol place vatil we moved

bock. Uatl thea ey hone cown
Ms“\)ﬂaﬁhwic&hph

v
A\

.

-

CARACAS
D s the Hiorulp: |
— oa,ﬂqlcf "

/t%\\ "\t.‘\ N~

(1 wos really into Guingss Woeld Reconds ot the tine)




PlucKed fron ﬂuod-‘ coundey | Kneu, it ‘|ookmym to

realize the U.S wos never ™y home. | feel bod for the child
clung o it 5o Nordof first, confused, 9fieving, angry.

\ { WaNNA KEEP THE
TENNESSEE CARD!

ET)L
You'RE BROKE + | HAVE b8 ~
RO oTHEE P‘ZO?E . E‘.o s

| DON'T CPRE! You'ee
NoT TaxING T FRom me!

> AN AVERAGE MONOPoLY
AME W/ ME @ AGEN

I+s nof easy to explain how i feels, ack in ane little 2:ne.
One doy youre o mddle class Suburbon Temessae Kid and
1he next, yodre suddenly flown Jo o crumbling covnling where
youre not accepled by your peers, where the cultare shagk
fueas inlo long ferm poych domage, where youre forced Yo
59F%er frvough, for over o decode, the consequences of ong
0f 4he M1 Seuere humanitorian ensis in modern Fimes.

Then, ofier oll those yeocs, MUch ofter aventvally growing 1o
love vy Countey despite The frouma | wenat irvouah i it...
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as much RESENTMENT os | hod built

towords America ond

WCNTMJMg of its

Fm uP Soc;efq
ond systems. . .

... it was where opportunity lied

for me. 'd hawe been an idiat 1o

Saq Ao because | wos bitter They
Kicked me out when | was o Kd.




(" first step into repesled heodt
breok wos thod | wosd? ging
bocK¥o the suburbs | 9rew
vp inThisi.me ofovnd,

And New York, thet '

o while other beost...
Mosube | didn't hove te
lin‘“ﬂ U.so b\’pr
did |\ove NYC.



Iranicolly, the Fiest job | qot in the U.S ~ after o
4 month wat for my work permit = was working
of o shelter for incoming migrants

’ These nuonced represeafations of privileae
: were right in vy foce every dow

| wos a
Venezvelon
m.grad'
werking
with
Veneelon
Migrons...

...bvl one of
vs crossed the
DARIEN GAP
Comyjing only o
trosh bog thet

~w» 9ot confiscated upon
;N" vol, and the other wos lving

o pref-fq cushy life, in pout
thoaks to f:nanc:al support.




¢ At the some time, BOTH of vs were
considered “humonitorion migronts'

BOTH of us hoad gone through thicd
world experiences such as lock of

funning wader, in‘}emd, eledr-‘c:fq.
medication 0nd food shorlage. G

And boTh of vs
were ”\;nk.'ng...



| wish | Knew whol hoppened to oll of those miaronts |
wocked with. Acound a yeor ofies | lcﬂ'fhc_)"h%mu
Tromps second previdency began.Seon enovah, ICE
roids would begin fo show up all over the news; powading
feor n5de the heods of immigrass like me.
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They hod abondoned the program, and were siriking dowa
other ovenves for Venezveloa migronds, | desperately
searched for options, but there were None...

S| e

Another cose of Forced self-deporfolion. Ancther case of
building & home, oad howing i token owoy From me.



Privilesp would have '} thot | Monoqed to

Sture o thied imwmigrotion oppoctynthy t
Borcelono, Sonin with my M:}:l:'l.‘.

~especiollyos v
Mchm NOWS O :
i pottical sihocten

wihe Us mﬁ\d ;"%'

| el qakfu\ ond lieved.

[ feel 50 quilty. And, aquia..
| feel GRIEF.
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it wosntthe Festhome 14
lost but it wos my Foworite.
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When | Katw I'd be leawing, |
checked some Things off my list,

ane of them being troveling
Yo Ellis \sland by FC«fﬂ’-.-

...ond visiting the
immiaration museom
to reod the stocies of
waves of immigronts
from a certury agpo.




I hod no interestin foKing the tourist-sounding
4cip befoce.. | wonted 1o be o New Yorker:

on IMMIGRANT, not o. TOURST.

Bl once | € inally went, on ny lost oppoctunity,
it wos o deeply menningful Experience.

R Twefoor nee

| wolked theovoh the exhibitions sooking in the
pocollels, The icony. How America once traoted
Europeon Jews ond IHalions, fhey now teeated

Venetzugloas ond other global south immigtonts,



OF course, ICE wosAt even a thing bock then. It wos
creoted in 2002 follousng Y1, bacely huwo yeors ofter
my fomily First orvived in The U.S when | wos o baby.

And +odoy, it cotinves to Murder ond impriso helpless
people, J4e mode this Zine available with the qoal of
encouroning donoions fowards arassrodts efforts that
fight ICE and support immigronts, My heort aches daily
for tha people <Eill oping through +his.

Goingythrough whdt | covld have gone through,
05 o Litle Kd, oS oa older immgradt,

if | hodatbeen lucky enough fo escape.




ploce pointed with ECONOMIC
ond creokive OPPORTUNITY, |+ wos a ploce where

millions dreomt of qoing Yo = with good reason — while moay
Americoas inside dispwoyé sf-aqaso,w:ih good feason,

As this “inbetweene”, | neld both seakiments i My haodt.



Being onimmigrant in Hhe
U.S often felt izing
and humiligting, | + was |ike
Aenco wasthe shackles

rmosquerading os the remedy.

AFier o lifetime of +his
Sentiment, 've qrowa sick of
handing over <o much of my
i emotional Mﬂ\, to o contey
Thet just doesat wont me.

As much os | miss ond an
my life 1n NNC, :fwsc;::e

MS coyld mprove, if | ever

hod the chonce o move bock
for go0d ... | con't imogine

puiTing myself through
that crop o thied time,

This Zine I ™y 9oodbye.
I+'s ry cloywre, ofter decode

of my % trojeciory being
defined by the V.S rejecting me.

| 70 1onger Luoat 10 be beaten
dowin by it I'm Just done.



And there’s o Newfound cense of sal f- worth in thot.
Becowse the me thot sycvived wents to aliove
thot ony country wodld be lucky Fo hove me.

The oduit me recogaizee thot modem day border
enforcement is powered by prejudice ond inequity.

Todoy, Somekmes, | must il comfort %
he foymotieed undecumented child in :

me who was blndsided by this. L\
A=

BuT | olso let them Know that the;r
/)

Sense cf&f-p loss, from where we
now 5Tond, is shodowed by o
sense of relief and confidence.

Becouse now | Know |
diddt lose My second
Chonce wilh Amecice.

Anerica losTits second 0

Chonce with me. N
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A BRIEF VISUAL COLLECTION OF MY
EMOTIONAL JOURNEY AS A MIGRANT

- 3 self-deporting during the
St toughest part of puberty

00se 19 —

g Y with emerging mental health

B aic |, 1o Vercauson pacsnls. issues (in part worsened if

Whe, e “ T, not caused by the move) led

&'“ ‘ 7 AR me to obsess over the U.S,
t . . bock 1o Veneziela or “my real home” as a kid.
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: v new journal intro, 2011

new journal, 2013 3
by this point I stil felt § B Ve & s !
“trapped” — interestingly & g E &
though, since we left in W moved Dok !
the middle of the night, I

actually got the wrong day L
of the week written here! BN 2uelo, 90 Dok ¥
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sketchbook doodles
late 2022, age 23

ified excitement by now
by the mourning
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i will go anywhere,
as long as it’s
headed

i wanted to

express the
nuance in my
feelings about
this move and
the U.S. itself.

at the same

time, i was
quite hopeful
and grateful.

alidoesitall a few weeks ago | moved (back) to the U.S after
living in Venezuela most of my life and it's been an adjustment
that i haven't had the chance to announce yet on here. I'm
very grateful, excited and still slightly terrified even after
almost a month here!

For years now I've considered this to be a country that
originally failed me, with a flawed system that scares me in a
lot of aspects. At the same time I'm running from a country |
grew to love (with much difficulty) in many aspects, and yet i
knew | could never thrive there, no opportunity for growth,
stability or the quality of life i dreamt for.

i will admit having gone so long living a grim reality where i
lacked reliable access to basic resources changed me, but i
know seemingly more simple (for some) changes like living in
a different place from my mom for the first time, could be just
as hard at times.

no place is perfect, but my dream life is not a destination, it is
a feeling of contentedness, of hope, stability, and an open
future, and i am finally getting the chance to truly chase that
on my own terms. thank you for following the silly art I've



it took four months
to get my work
permit approved.
i made this comic
when it finally did.

i had settled info a
comfortable living
situation. i was both
healing from things,
and overjoyed to be
in what was, overall,
a much better place
than where i came.

‘ooooo ooo‘
1+ covld be yovr

its not, trust me..
i already checked
+he website...

deportation notice
or something...
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alidoesitall a little inside look to what things are like for this
recent U.S immigrant W i am a very sleepy borl who for my
first 4 months in this country was legally unable to work not
knowing when I'd be able to. It was honestly really stressful
and this is a semi accurate depiction of how it went between
my friend and | when my work permit approval finally came
through recently!

life of an immigrant is very uncertain but things seem to be
progressing and i am heading to the next steps in line and
feeling great about it. it of course really helps to have people
around you who support you in every way they can and I'm
very grateful for that &f
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Thank you for reading. This zine is being made available for free digitally
and | purposely will make zero profits off it. Whether you’ve found this
through a free digital download or acquired a physical copy, if this is a topic
you care about, | gently request you consider donating towards
fighting ICE and protecting immigrants rights.

I’'ve included a few options below, but you can also look into local
grassroots and mutual aid efforts in your city or hometown. Don’t
underestimate the power of donating even one dollar, or the offer to
volunteer or otherwise contribute to the cause non-monetarily, such as by
spreading the word amongst your social circles.

Tennessee Immigrant & Refugee Rights Coalition (TIRCC) is a
legislative advocacy-based coalition fighting for immigrant rights in the
Southeast. They offer direct services and resource referrals for immigrants
and refugees and work to advance proactive legislation
at the local, state and federal level.

Immigrant Defense Project (IDP) focuses on ending the vilification
and mass deportation of immigrants in New York. IDP’s work includes
supporting directly-impacted communities by providing legal support and
strategizing towards expanding rights and transforming the criminal and
immigration systems. Through campaigns like ICE Out! NYC, they fight to
pass bills that protect immigrant rights.

lllinois Coalition for Immigrant & Refugee Rights (ICIRR) was
created in 1986 to promote the rights of immigrants and refugees to full
and equal participation in society. They’ve passed legislation that provided
tuition for undocumented students, enabled undocumented drivers to
obtain licenses, helped 534,000 people gain access to citizenship,
successfully fought the opening of seven for-profit detention centers, and
more.

This zine is free to reprint and distribute, but only for the use of raising
awareness and fundraising for ICE resistance and immigrant defense

movements — never for personal or business profit.

- Ali Maza



- Ali Moza (she/they/he) is a queer Venezuelon artist
and writec\nhis loke 20s, After Spt’ﬁding most of their
life in Their nafive counfry — and self- deporting
from the USA twice — she cucrently lives in
Bowredlonay, Spavia with her queer chosen family.

Any peofit | oet from this 2ine aoes towords cupportin
im ‘1 igrants, | f cead for free, please donate t‘o)PI occvsl¢5
onTi-1CE effocts i f you're able to,

www.alimoza. com



